TRYOUT GUIDELINES
Philosophy:

Our philosophy is to include as many students as possible in the overall athletic program of the school.  We recognize that some athletic teams require a maximum number of participants, while other sports are open to all qualified players.  In the case of teams that limit the number of participants, coaches should encourage all interested students to try out, and should apply appropriate and fair standards to the selection process.  Obviously, time, space, facilities, equipment, personal preference, and other factors will place limitations on the most effective squad size for any particular sport.  However, when developing policy in this regard, please strive to maximize the opportunities for our students without diluting the quality of the program. 
1. Tryout guidelines and evaluation criteria should be formulated by the head coach in consultation with assistant coaches and distributed at interest meetings prior to tryouts.


The coach shall provide the following information to all candidates for the team:

--Length of tryout period


--Criteria used to select the team


--Number to be selected


--Practice commitments if a student makes the team

--Game commitments 


--Eligibility requirements 


--Extracurricular participation policy

2. A student is not permitted to participate in tryouts while serving an out-of-school suspension.  

3. The physical form and emergency care card must be completed prior to tryouts.  Also, it is recommended that the extracurricular policy be completed prior to tryouts. 
4. Tryouts are open and available to all students that meet the MSHSAA eligibility criteria.
5. Tryouts should be structured so that they are fair and equitable for all candidates.

6. The school recommends a minimum evaluation period of three days.  Team selections will be made after this evaluation period.

Team selection is based on:

· Sport specific skills

· Athletic abilities

· Attitude

7. If a student is going to miss tryouts due to extenuating circumstances, e.g. , extended sport season, sickness, injury, or another compelling reason, he or she must have prior approval of the coach and the Director of Student Activities (DSA).

8. The results of tryouts need to be announced in a timely fashion and empathy should be shown to all candidates.

--Cut lists are not to be posted; in extenuating circumstances, a team list may be     posted with prior approval from the DSA.


--Coaches are encouraged to discuss alternative possibilities for participation in 

sport or other areas in the activities program.

